Transcription 

John Feist shaping

Interviewed by Andrea Polli and Judy Baurlein
AP- tell me your name and what you do?

JF- my name is Jason Feist and I shape surfboards. I have my own surf board brand called J7 surfboards.

AP- so your masks up, what’s that board your working on?

JF- oh this is just a custom short board for a guy looking for a quiver board. It’s a couple boards to take on a trip to Hawaii or Mexico so it’s kind of a board designed for a bigger wave. The different shapes, I design a board more or less for a customer or surfer who is looking for something specific to accommodate a certain kind of wave. You know if it’s a real small wave a lot of times the board will be designed shorter, wider, less curved and less rocker which is from the bottom contour going this way is called the rocker. The lower that is the easier it is to generate more speed on a slower type of wave. The more extreme the contour is the rocker the better it fits in a bigger faster wave actually in some essence it slows the board down to because it pushes the water when the wave is going really fast. Because sometimes you want to slow down a little bit otherwise your going to get past the point on the wave you want to stay in. this board is designed for a little bit bigger surf making basically a quiver of them.

J- and how tall is that person your making them for?

JF- he is 5’6” a professional surfer, a very accomplished surfer that can ride a very low tolerance surfboard.

AP- can you describe how that shape interacts with the wave and show us visually?

JF- the idea is to accommodate generally to go with a longer board with more volume and more rocker. Basically the length helps paddling, helps you paddle into the wave when it’s really big and you need that surface speed. The shorter the board is obviously your going to move slower in the water. So it’s a longer vessel basically, you know your going to be on top of the water more. That gives you more speed while your paddling a wave and when a wave is really big it tends to move fast. And it’s harder to actually catch; it’s much more of a critical situation. You don’t want to be caught late trying to get up to your feet or actually getting into the wave. That’s why a lot of big wave surfer’s now are towing in using Jet Ski’s. Because it just gives them the speed then they can ride shorter boards. Because once you’re in, you want to have the freedom to move around the wave. So there is sort of a balance to finding the right length and volume for larger surf and also having the performance value.

AP- what about that shape, what about that pointy verses how it curves up on the end?

JF- all right again like I was saying before in a small wave design is generally a shorter, wider outline with less rocker right from nose to tail.

J- is that for not such a big wave?

JF- this is for a smaller wave. Say you wanted to go out and the waves were kind of crummy, it was knee high to chest high and you just want a board that will paddle good. Cause it also has extra volume, short, wide, thick it’s going to ride on the surface, paddle ok and once you get in the wave it’s really fast. You don’t have to do much to you just got to generate a lot of speed.

AP- what’s going on the bottom of that board? 

JF- the tail there is what we call small tail, obviously there are different designs a lot of it is preference. That tail is different from what I usually make. This board is designed off a much older board, it came out in the mid to late 70’s. So it is a retro design just for fun for somebody that had an idea of what they want to do. But the different tail contours react different to different situations even different surfers. It suits a surfer in certain way where one surfer may like a long outline of the rounded pin tail which is what this is. Where you have a longer rail in essence in the water so it draws a clean more connected turn for something like this a little shorter and stubbier is going to have a shorter rail in the water so the lines you draw when your surfing on your rail are shorter. 

