Transcribed interview 

Kellen Hutchison interviewed by Andrea Polli and Judy Baurlein
AP-and can you say your name again?

KH- Kellen Hutchison

AP- and where are you working?

KH- At the Beach House in Santa Barbara.

J- ok so we have different points here in Santa Barbara. So if you were going to recommend a board for Ledbetter or a beginner spot, what would you recommend? 

KH- Anything for a beginner spot is generally going to be smaller waves so most common board is a bigger board. Anything with a lot of volume so it floats easy, easy to catch waves, easier to get into waves, etc. so generally longer long boards above 9 feet or 9 feet 6 inches are most common.

J- so like back here?

KH- yeah

J- And it depends on the weight of the person

KH- Yeah actually it depends on that more than the height of the person. Someone we have here is obviously going to need a thicker board so it floats them adequately. 

J- Ok yeah, And what about a point like Rincon, somewhere like that which is a little bit faster?

KH- Some people ride similar boards, Rincon is pretty quick obviously. So people like a generally quicker to turn board to get in and out of the pocket. But you know a lot of people ride vintage boards because that is where they started around here. Really anything works short boards, mid-size you name it, it will work there if it’s the correct swell.

J- And so what is the correct swell, what does that mean?

KH- It basically means a northwest swell that is narrow enough to the coast that it can squeeze through between the islands and the actual coast.

J- So what shape in the differences? So you have the pointed shape, some have more of a rocker, some are flat and how or why is that? Why would you have less of a rocker on a long board and more of a rocker on a short board?

AP- What is a rocker again?

KH- A rocker is basically if you look at the board from the side. It is kind of the u shaped outline it has. Generally more traditional older long boards are very flat basically parallel top and bottom. More advanced or high performance boards will have more rocker. That means it can get into the wave easier. It’s better for bigger surf, a little bit quicker, more critical breaks. So if Rincon is bigger, like a good winter swell people will be riding more advanced high performance boards.

J- that have the front curvier.

AP- ok and the pointy thing verses the curved?

KH- Basically a board that has a pulled in nose or a pointy nose, it doesn’t need all the volume as a bigger board. So it is going to be lighter to move in the water, quicker to turn. Where a board with a full nose, basically has more area to float so it’s better for smaller waves or someone who is heavier.

AP- So how do you know when it is going to be good surf?

KH- Well most common way people do it these days is check online like surf forecast; surfline is probably the most popular one.

AP- Are those like web cam images?

Well they have kind of like weather radar like any other weather thing so you can use it that way. A lot of them have cams for the more notable breaks to. So you can get streaming.

AP- So what do you look for on the weather radar to show something is good?

KH- Basically off shore winds are favorable, anything with the winds off shore are going to clean up the waves, which is always nice.

J- it hits the front of the wave and makes it.

KH- And just knowing there is a storm building in an area where the wind is actually going to move towards us and there fore bring waves towards us.

J- Do you read or listen to buoy reports?

KH- Yes that is a good way to tell if the swell is building.

J- Like when you were learning to surf, was that a part of the culture of it. Like was that how you would figure it out before the internet?

KH- No I mean in my case, it was before the internet and all that, it was mostly just word of mouth. And so much of surfing is kind of what you hear and what you pick up around town or whatever. Really all the technology and that stuff came later. I didn’t really think about buoy readings or anything until I was older and born into it.

AP- cool thanks!

